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HOULD it be afked, Whether the Plan here 
propofed for’ fettling the unhappy difpute, be- 
tween Great Britain and hercolonies in North Ame- — 
rica, is the beft that can be offered for the promo- 
tion and eftablifhment of the general, real and per- 
-manent, interefts of the Britifh empire, it muft be 
candidly confefled, itis not; but.it may at the fame 
time be obferved, that the fyftem, the beft calcu- 
lated for this great object, has been rejected upon 
fuch principles, and in fuch a temper, as takes 
away almoft all hopes of ever feeing it refumed, and 
conducted on its antient grounds, and for its ori-. 

ginal purpofes. | | | 
- That fyftem, which refulted from the nature of 
the connection between the two countries, had the 
experience of more than two centuries, for its re- 
commendation, promoted a cordiality between 
them, which afforded comfort to both, and created 
fuch a ftrength, as made them the envy and terror 
of the world, hath, in an inconfiderate. moment, 
and in a tampering mood, been departed from, to the 
public fhame and confufion, and brought the em-. 
pire to a ftate, which no man, who isa friend to the 
Britifh name and nation, can fee without regret, and 
without wifhing it was in his power to prevent the 
evil which may enfue: but however earneft he may 
be in his endeavours to promote the blefled work 
of peace, he cannot but find much difficulty in re- 
conciling the jarring interefts and different objects, 
which the claim of the fovereignty of the parlia- 
. ment of Great Britain, over the people in Americay. 

hath given rife to in this country. 2 
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The labourer talks much of Old England, and 
the mother country, of our colonies, and our people 
in America, and, like the fimple women of Ge- 
noa, whe loft their queenfhip by the revolt of the 
opprefled Corficans, grows outrageous, if the fove- 
reignty, of which he conceives himfelf -a part, isin 
the leaft denied ; but give it him, although it ma 
be the empty title, and his dignity will be fatisfied. 

“The merchant expects to have it exercifed in the 
fulleft manner for his benefit only, and peremptoe 
rily, prefumptuoufly, and, perhaps, profanely in-_, 
fifts, that the Americans have-no right to the en-., 
joyment of the bleffings of all bountiful providence 
in prejudice to his gains. | | 

“The country gentleman. knows but Jitile of the 
colonies, and indeed is above having any know- . 
ledge of them; but being told, that the land, and , 
other taxes, do not, as laid in Britain, extend to 
them, cries out againit the inequality and. injuftice 
of government, demands that America fhall con- , 
tribute a revenue to difcharge the national debt, 
which he is fatished has been incurred merely for 
her fake ; and is clear, that if fhe does not contri- 
bute to the public necefiities, by a revenue paid at 
the exchequer; fhe contributes nothing, and is. 
therefore of no confequence or benefit to the ftate. . 

“The minifter knows better. -He knows the co- 
Jonies have given the Britifh name a dignity, which . 
is real and important among foreign nations. He 
knows,’ that trade cannot thrive without the enjoy=. 
ment, of fome degree of freedom. He knows the. 
country gentlemen would fink without the. affift- 
ance of the. Americans; who fupport the. com-=., 
merce, by which the value of lands. has. been raifed, 
perhaps above all bounds; and he knows, at ‘the... 
fame time, that, in ufing and confuming the ma-., 
nufactures of this country, America effectually pays « 
thetaxes-of it: but he fees, that if the commons 
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of Great Britain can give and grant away oticr 
peoples money, they will do it without much hefi- 
tation, and without giving him , much trouble : 
this will afford a ready means of gratifying his friends 
and adherents, and thereby of-acquiring power 5 

-and power is all a minifter wants, and for which all 
other confiderations will be readily facrificed, 

Thus while each of thefe feveral interefts are pur- 
-fued, in» prejudice to the rights of America, the 
-general intereft is facrificed to views, {fo partial and 
incompatible, that if the moft implicit .obedience 
-was eftablifhed in the colonies, the -felfth ends of 
the, parties here would.defeat each other, and a ge- 
neral mifchief and deftruction enfue. 

_» The minifter,-exercifing the right of taxation 
-for the ends of corruption, would deferve the exe~ 
eration of, and ‘meet with, perhaps, the deferved 
.punifhment from an.abufed »people... The country 
gentleman. would find the land, tax, which is now 
entailed on. him, for ever at four fhillings in the 
-pound, -as the firft fruits of this new fyftem ; dou- 
bled on his eftate, with lefs ability to pay it. “Phe 
merchant,. when he had every parliamentary power 
to vend his commodities, and take thofe-of the Ame- 
xicans at his own price, would find his trade at a» 
ftand; exorbitant encouragement, given to enrich 
him, would difcourage the American from conti~ 
nuing an. ufelefs and detrimental: commerce ; it 
would be ufelefs and detrimental to him, as what 
remained, if any thing did remain, after the firaine- 
ing and extortions of the moft perfect monopoly of 
trade, would be at the difpofal of others, and feiz- 
ed on by tax-gatherers for the profufion of piacemen 
cand pentioners. : 

The effet of this fyftem would be: eventually 
ruinous to all. the parties, which diftract this na~ 
tion; but its chief object is diretly aimed at the 
interefts of the merchant, by bringing the riches, 

Biz which 


Paes ee 
which the nation now receives through the chan- 
nels of ‘trade, by a fhort and unprofitable hand, in-— 
to the king’s treafury, without his‘intervention and 
participation. 

The © dream of the labourer ‘will -vanifh, and _ 
all his notions of fovereignty bé loft, when, inftead 
of .a king, he finds -himfelf a beggar, and the ve- 
rieft flave that ever difgraced humanity. 

It was juft now faid, that this fyftem is dire@ly 
aimed at the intereft of the merchant, by bringing 
the riches, which the nation’now receives through 
the channels of trade, by a fhort and unprofitable 
hand into the king’s treafury, without’ his interven= 
tion and participations : vith 

This requires fome explanations; an explanation, 
which will fhew the {pirit and object'of the prefent 
fyflem,; 3 rae 

‘The trade of this ifland has been increafing ever 
fince colonies were eftablifhed in America, and, 
with that trade, the dignity and importance of the 
pation increafed of courfe. The fuccefs of the latt 
war opened frefh and beneficial channels of coms 
merce, and brought in by confequence’ fuch riches, 
as gave the merchant and trader ‘a wealth and confi- 
eration, as ratfed-the envy and: jealoufy of the 
country gentlemen, who found themfelves- eclipfed 
in the fhew and parade ‘of ‘life-by thefe new men 3 
but what affected their pride and ambition ‘more, 
and therefore made them more clamorous, was 
their finding themfelves rivalled and fupplanted: in 
the neighbouring boroughs, where they fuppofed 
they had a natural ’and-hereditary preference. 
_ Every one remembers the cry of the country gen= 
tlemen ; that we were ruined by the wea'th which 
commerce poured in’ upon us from all quarters of 
the world; that the-benefits of trade made the land- 
ed interefti miferable, and ftarved the labourer, by 
sailing the price of ‘provifions,. Whether this cry 

ihe was 


Fe I 
was raifed or fomented by the minifter, is not worth 
enquiring into, but advantage was taken of it by 
minifterial writers, by modeftly fuggefting, as the 
firft and readieft means for redrefling the enormous 
evil of national-profperity, was to take the fu- 
<¢ perabundant wealth from individuals, and with 
‘¢ it difcharge the debts of the public.” Which 
was pretended was ruined too, contrary to queen 
Elizabeth’s idea, by the riches of the fubject; for 
that great princefs knew and experienced, that a 
ood government can never be poor, or in want, 


while the fubject has the means of giving. This. 
fyftem, however, of neceflary rapine, was not €xe- . 


cuted, becaufe ju/fice, liberty, and law, raifed in- 
furmountable difficulties againft it; but what could 
not then be done by force, was recommended to be 
effected by policy; and the method propofed to. re- 
drefs the calamity, which was then it was faid fo 
loudly and juftly complained of, was to marrow the 
channels of commerce, through which riches flowed 


in fuich torrents into the pockets of private men; and 


to give no encouragement to trade; though the nation 

might receive millions by it. 7 
‘In this fpirit, and with this view, it may be af- 
ferted, the whole plan of American taxation is 
founded; and a furer method could not have been 
formed, in theory, to have reduced the commerce 
of this country to the loweft condition. The land- 
ed gentlemen readily entered into the fyftem, in: 
hopes of an immediate revenue from. the colonies, 
in eafe of himfelf, and as a check to the infolent 
and provoking riches of the merchant, But, un- 
luckily, what correfponded with his convenience 
and paffiens, was, in the opinion and feclings of 
all America, contrary to jujfice, liberty, and law, 
and therefore oppofed witha refolution and fuccefs,, 
as has:fet the queftion in a different light than what 
| Ang e it 


= «eee 


fi 8 J 
it had occurred in to the generality of the good peo~' 
ple of this ifland. i : | 
They find, whilft they -have been gratifying their 
avarice, and. their petty paffions, they have been: 
giving fanction to the arguments, which were for- 


merly urged to eftablifh'a right ovér them in a 


power equally unknowing -and~ unfeeling of. their 
interefts and abilities:; for. not ‘a fingle argument 
hath been advanced by their pretended friends,: but 
real enemies, in fupport “of: ‘the right of parliament- 
to tax America, but what was infiduoufly ufed by 
the - advocates of tyranny-in favour -of the. king: 
again{t the peopleof- this land. . 
_It is not neceflary, however, to enter into the- 
reafonings and pretences»made ufe of in fupport of - 
the parliamentary claim of. taxation ; but, if there- 
is any validity. and-foundaticn: in: the points and- 
maxims meant to be eftablifhed by them; if there» 
is-any truth in the pofition, that there is, and muft: 
be, in: all governments, one fupreme, unlimited : 
authority over all perfons, and ‘in all cafes. what- 
ever, and without whichi fociety cannot exift.. If. 
this power is undoubtedly vefted, and has always been» 
exercifed by the parliament over the Britifh empire, 
aud there.is. no way of. entitling,the fubje@ ‘to the - 
protection of a ftate,. but. by contributing. to. the. 
fupport thereof. by the payment of taxes, a fcheme- 
might have been fuggefted «to the minifter, which. 
would have. maintained all thefe ideas, and. main-. 
tained them without oppefition and bloodfhed; but - 
which> would have-manifefted, at the fame time, 
the inefficacy, fallacy and danger of this new fyftemy.. 
“The. pretence -for taxing America, which: ime- . 
pofed on. thofe who were -ignorant of the nature « 
and benefit of a manopolized-commerce,. was, that « 
the burthens of the ftate ought tobe borné equally « 
by allthefubje&s; for that:thofe, who had the ad-. 
vantages of the fociety, ought to contribute to its 
charges. 
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charges. But if the burthens of the ftate are equal, 
fo ought the advantages; this is the rule of-reafon, 
of fociety; and the civil law, which fays, 
~ Qui fentit commodum fentire debet et onus, 
ui fentit onus fentire debet et commodum. 
The one refults from the-other, and both are 
undoubtedly jufty but if applied to the government 
of the colonies, now endeavoured to be eftablifhed, 
wil] overturn the whole fyftem, 
This ifland having an open trade to all parts of. 
the world, is thereby enabled:to pay the taxes, which 
fhe impofes with knowledge and feeling on herfelf ; 
and that fhe may have the better means of doing it, 
fhe has: politically. enflaved the government, and. 
made the commerce of the colonies fubfervient to. 
her interefts.. This has been long fubmitted to, hard. 
as it may appear to any one who has any idea of the 
principles-of fociety and government: it was a fub-- 
miffion: which left the colonies nothing, but the per~ 
fonal rights of life, liberty, religion.and property >, 
but ‘now claiming a dominion over, and a right.of 
difpofing of thefe,.as fhe thinks fit, Great Britain» 
lays the burdens .of. the ftate on. the -colonies,: and 
takes away the means of fupporting them ; fhe takes. 
from. them the -benefits of government, and.con= 
founds al] their ideas of the focial compact, and fhe: 
gives them nothing in return; for furely it will not. 
be.pretended,: that. proteCtion-is of. any confequence « 
to thefe who have nothing of their own.; for every 
thing that. can, be. dear to men ina. {tate of nature. 
and of fociety,, is taken from. them, being claimed as.. 
the property and right. of others. : 

It is not poftible, however, this. ifland can. have. 
the benefit, of a monopolized commerce, and, at the, 
| fame time,- impofe taxes on the. colonies,. inthe fpi- 
| rit and manner which: has been propefed. If the. 
will lay taxes. on’ America, the Americans muft have 
the like unreftrained trade,and.then,, with fome ap- 
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pearance of reafon and juftice, a revenue:may be ex- 
pected from her. She will then be enabled to pay 
all your prefent accumulated charges,and every other, 
that parliament fhall in future lay on the people here. 

Thus would the idea of one fupreme power in 
the ftate, and. that power vefted in parliament, and 
exercifed for the purpofe of taxation, be eftablifhed: 
without oppofition; for the Americans having the 
fame advantages with the reft of their fellow fub- 
jects, would readily concur in bearing the fame bur- 
thens; thus too would the views of the minifter, of 
the country gentleman and Jabourer be fatisfied : the 
Jabourer would ftill think himfelf a fovereign.; the: 
country gentleman would fee’a revenue from Ame- 
rica; the minifter would readily raife the fupplies, 
and have the fulleft means of corruption; and, to 
crown:the whole, the envied and deftructive mer= 
chant, by whofe commercial induftry too abundant: 
riches have flowed, in torrents, into the pockets of 
private people, would come upon the parith. 

-'Fhe Englifhman who has adopted.the new fyftem: 
confiftent with his principles, muft agree to this» 
meafure ; but the Englifhman, who has any know- 
ledge of the general, real and permanent intereft of 
the empire, will reje& the principles and meafure, 
and endeavour torrecover, as foon as he can, thean-_ 
tient tract, in which he and the American walked fo: 
long together, contented and affectionate as brothers. 

With this view was the following plan. conceived,. 
and: is now propofed for the confideration of the 
public; not, as hasbeen faid before, as the beft for» 
the eftablifhment of the permanent intereft of the. 
two countries; but as the beft that occurs in the 
prefent:temper of the times; and as the moft pro- 
bable means of recovering the former fyftem, and: 
reftoring the antient harmony. , ae 

If we may judge of the temper of the times, the 


parliamentary claim of taxation overthe colonies is 


given 
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piven up as impracticable or inexpedient, and the 
right itfelf is aflerted merely to fatisfy a point ‘of 
honour, and not for any ground of future impofition. 
The colonies, on the ‘other hand, have offered~ to 
contribute to the ftate fuch fums as their condition 
will allow, fubfervient as it is to theinterefts of this 
country bya monopolized commerce, but are fearful 
of making any acknowledgment of the right of tax- 
ation in parliament, leaft-it fhould draw them into 
an inextricable fnare. 

‘The following plan is propofed asa means of fa0 
tisfying this point'of honor, and obtaining a more 
beneficial and-abundant revenue from the ‘free-will 
of the colonies; and, at the fame time, by drawing 
the line of government, give that:peace,” liberty and 
fafety, for which they have» petitioned: in the moft 
humble manner, and are now inarms to obtain. 

Butithis point of: honor om one fide,: and diftruft 
onthe other, increafe. the “difficulties of treating: 
one dare not,’ and the other-will not make -the firft 
advance ; and, by confequence,’ the mode is become 
more difficult of adjuftment, than the fubftance: of 
a treaty, where the paffions have a greater influence: 
than. reafon or a common intereft. 

It is expected here, that America fhould make the 
firft: conceffion; by acknowledging the right of: par=. 
liament; ‘but as that conceflion is giving up the 
gueftion, whichifhe cannot afterwards retract, it is 
hardly credible fhe will at any tinie make it,’ with 
out fome aflurance, or certain hope, that fuch con- 
ceffion will not in future operate againft her. Any 
advance or conceffion on the part of Great Britain, 
on the other hand, may, in the plenitude of power, 
be retrded, and the queftion put in the -former 
fiate, if fuch‘conceffion does not produce the de- 
fired effe&t. But fhould fhe be unwilling to g-veup— 
the claim intirely, and at once,.a mode is here pro- 
pofed, to.keep up the claim,. at the fame time thatva 
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willingnefs is fhewed, not to ufe, but relinquifh i 
forever. The colonies, convinced of this difpofi= 
tion, will then, itis trufted, pay that deference, 
| which dignity of government is fuppofed to expeét, 
by-fubmitting to a teft of obedience, which, being 
| once undoubted, will give room for the exercife of 
all royal magnanimity ; and confequently call forth 
fuch actions of liberality, as. freedom. and. good-will 
can, and are ever ready to fhew. oj 
| The diftruft of the colonies may be ridiculed and 
condemned here, as being groundlefs, and a mere ~ 
pretence of ill-defigning. men ; but to-them this dif- 
truft is well, warranted, and of a ferious nature: they 
fufpe&, that.fomething more than a point-ef honor 
is. propofed in their acknowledgment of -an unlimited 
right. in parliament; for.at the time that this is faid 
to be the only object of the conteft, fuch: meafures 
are purfued, as tend not. to a reduétion of them to 
an. obedience .to government, but to:a total.extirpa~ 
tion... -Never. did England. make more. formidable 
_ preparations .againft her-moft inveterate. enemies, 
swhom it may be.her interefttoruin : the {pirit fhewed 
inher military and naval departments is alarming: 
fuch exertions of her natural ftrength ; fuch engage» 
ments entered into with fome foreigners not to coune 
tenance, and fuch treaties with others to concur in 
this fubjection ; fuch means:made ufe of ‘to corrupt 
the principles and integrity of their fellow fubjects, 
to be the inftruments of devaftation and rapine; and 
{uch attempts to arm the Canadians, to let loofe the 
favages, and to incite their flaves to poifon and ftab 
them, excite their horror and deteftation, and muft 
ever give them a diftruft of all your proceedings, 
unlefs fome pains.are- taken to remove their fears. 
. Let-the point of honor be maintained ;° but let it 
be maintained asa point of honor, which is never 
infatiable, but eafily fatished; and, being fatished,care- 
fully avoids the renewaloftheforme: sae tiesattt 15 
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The treatifig with the congrefs is recommended 
in this plan, not as an effential ftep to be taken in 
the condu& of this bufinefs, or that the agreement 
fhould be ratified by them ; but only asa means of 
facilitating and expediting the-defired union, which 
ought not to be retarded by punctilious forms: forms, 
in the prefent ftate of affairs, would be ridiculous ; 
it being mere pedantry'and ignorance to follow now - 
thofe rules, which can be applied only when the 
countryis ina fate of order and tranquility. The 
neceflity of the cafe, and the importance of the ob+» 
jeQ, require and juftify any departure from the com- 
mon. eftablifhed forms ofthe conftitution. If the: 
great actors, in the neceflary and glorious revolutions - 
had not reaforied thus, the convention, which. laid 
the ground-work of ‘the Britifh liberties, had never 
béen:formed. 7 : 

But after all, perhaps, it will be faid, that it 1s 
usneceflary to propofe any plan of accommodation 5 
that no agreement can be made with America; but 
that, coft what it may, it muft be:reduced to: the 
loweft fubjeétion. With fhame and grief one re=: 
members this language holden from the beginning of ° 
the unhappy conteft, and repentantly feel the confee 
quences of it. « We are now fenfible it’ has been: 
held too long for the honor and intereftof this coun- 
try, having drivert it-to a ftate of defperation, which!" 
without ‘the leaft fenfe of feeling or remorfe, has 
adopted a fyftem, not of government, or even of an 
honorable war, but of devaftation, rapine and revenge: 

Yet let» us not‘defpait, harmony may be {till re- 
fored ‘between thé ‘two countries; and it is worth: 
the attempt, for the honor and intereft of both 3: 
and for the fake of religion “and humanity:— Let 
us fot give over’ all hopes of reconcilement : it is: 
never'tee late to return to what is good :-~a fate of - 
reprobation is as bad in the political, as the religious’ 
fyftem=~it leads to perdition in both. 
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Ip bby rest the acts which give uneafinefs be re- 

: pealed. 

II. At the fame time, let a duty be laid on cards 
and dice, and let that duty amount to a prohibition. 

III. Let the commiffioners be empowered to iflue, 
immediately on their arrival in America, an act-of 
pardon, indemnity, and oblivion. 

IV. Let-them treat with the congrefs. 

VV. Letithe colonies pafs a ftamp-act. 

VI. Let the money, arifing therefrom, be. paid 
to the kimg’s receiver, and appropriated, in the frft 
place, for the fupport of the government of .each 
refpective province, and afterwards to.be laid outin | 
fuch ftores as, may ferve for the ufe of his majefty’s 
navy ; or if any colony has not ftores of their own 
product, fufficient for the expenditure of its quo- 
ta, to be at liberty to purchafe and fend any com- 
modities, tobe fold by its agent, for the ufe of the 
faid colony, and the money, arifing from fuch fale, 
to.be paid into the treafury. Befides ftores, any co- 
lony may expend. what arifes from its tax, in fhip 
building for the king’s ufe, if fo required, by apro- 
per officer from the king. : ‘ 

VIL. Let the fufferers in this conteft be indem- 
nified, and the particular obligations of the feveral, 
and of the united colonies, be difcharged, . 

VIII. His majefty, on areport of thefe proceed- 
ings, will be pleated to recommend to his parliament 
a difclaimer, and renouncing of all future right of 
taxation. 
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IX, Repealing, at the fame time, the declaratory 
law, and the duty on dice and cards. 

XM. The colonies will raife an efficient revenue 
on thefe articles,. for the like purpofes as the former 
ftamp-act. : 

N. B. In repealing the declaratory law, and the 
duty on cards and dice, the whole tranfaction may 
be recited. 

This plan does not fet afide the revenue to be rai- 
fed on foreign commodities, as now propofed : 

Nor does it make requifitions from the crown, in 
emergencies, improper 5 requilitions, which the co- 
ae will have an honour and intereft in complying 
with. 
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‘I. Y ET the adts be repealed, which are com- 
4 plained of ‘by the Americans; thofe are 
meant which have been enacted for the direct and 
avowed purpofe of revenue, and fuch as have been 
pafled to enable government to carry them into exe- 
cution. | tg lay 
The obje€tion to this will be, Great Britain will 
fhew a condefcenfion unbecoming her dignity, and 
dangerous to her power at this juncture. If peace 
can be obtained by this means, the dignity and 
power of government will be better, fooner, and 
more pérfectly reftored and eftablifhed, than they~ 
can be by the moft vigorous operations of War. 
The dignity and power of government, without a 
cordial reconciliation with America, will be no- 
thing but the effect of force, which the Americans 
will free themfelves from, as foon as they are able, 
But have the acts which have pafied for the raifing 
arevenue, and for enforcing the meafure, tended 
to fupport the authority and credit of government? 
Juft the reverfe. They have taken from America 
that affection and reverence, until lately, fhewn te 
this their home, as it was called; and the ancient 
obedience to government is now interrupted, and 
the authority of parliament oppofed in arms, in 
confequence of meafures which we find have not 
fupported, but weakened, adminiftration, But 
fhould it appear on examination that no fuch re- 
venue ean -be had from-America, as has been ima- 
gined, fhould not the acts pafied for raifing fuch 
Jiik revenue 
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revenue be repealed? Three of them are alrea~ 
dy repealed, and the others might be got rid of 
without difficulty. It niay be obferved, that his 
majefty’s defign to treat with the colonies, makes the 
repeal of thefe cflentially neceffary to the progrefs of 
the intended treaty ; without confidence it is im- 
poflible to carry on negociation, and until this coun- 
try fhews fome difpofition to relax, no one that has 
the leaft knowledge of America, can think, in 
the prefent flate of the queftion, fhe will treat with 
the becoming fpirit of confidence. Diftruft, delay, 
and an irreparable breach will be the iffue of fuch 
negociation. The repeal of thofe laws will fhew 
a difpofition towards reftoring the antient cordiality 
on a defirable and lafting footing ;. it will do more; 
it will, as has been faid, repeal animolity, and iy 
fo doing difarm the Americans. “But what would 
be the confequence, if the Americans fhould not, 
after this condefcenfion, co-cperate in the blefled 
work? The dignity and power of this country wiil 
be degraded. By nomeans-~The dignity and pow- 
er of this country cannot well be lower than it is 
at prefent in America! After fuch an evidence of 
your defire for reftoring the former harmony, the co- 
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Jonies will lofe their reputation here, and perhaps 


be much divided in their councils and condu@ a- 
broad; fuch an evidence cannot fail to make friends, 
by placing your opponents in the worft light imagti- 
nable: you will put them much in the wrong by 
doing right, | 

But after all, the parliament will {ill be in the 
fime condition with refpe&t tothe queftion, as they. 
were befcre the acts were repealed ; which might, 
if it would be of fervice, be re-enacted without dife 
ficulty or delay. | 
Uf. But fhall Great Britain repeal thefe laws,, 
without taking any fteps to maintain her claims, 
which muff not immediately be given up, though it 


fetebs fhould 
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dhould be thought impoffible or inexpedient to ene 
force them. | 

There is much reafon to think that a generous and. 
liberal repeal of the offenfive acts, would immediate- 
ly induce the colonies to offer fucha fyftem of govern- 
ment and finance as would give the utmoft fatisfac- 
tion at this time; but fhould adminiftration not chufe 
to truft their liberality, a meafure perhaps might be 
pointed out which would ferve the purpofes of both. 
countries, and by fatisfying and quieting the claims, 
of each, be the means of facilitating a treaty. 

When the famp-a@ was repealed, the bare right 
of parliament, without any exertion, was afferted : 
on the other hand, when the uncommercial duties 
on the Britifh manufactures were taken away, that. 
cn tea was referved, as an avowed precedent for. 
future impofitions. 

Something between thele plans is propofed to be 
fulticuted, to bring about the intended union; fomee 
thing that fhall be more than a naked and fruitlefs. 
affertion of right; but which, on its very face and _ 
mode, fhall not alarm the Americans with dread of 
any future ufes being made of a fubmiffion intended 
merely as ateft of prefent obedience, and todifpofe and 
enable the parliament to give them the liberty required. 

The duty propofed for this purpofe fhould be laid 
on cards and dice, manufactures not effentialto trade, 
and amufements which may be well fupplied by o- 
thers more rational and beneficial to the health and 
virtue of inviduals, and therefore, on beth confidera- 
tions, may be readily given up ; the New England 
provinces, in particular, will not objet to fucha 
tax initfelf. . 

If the duty laid on thefe articles was a pepper- 
corn, it might be confidered as an exertion of the 
right producing nothing at prefent, but intended as a 
precedent for future impofitions. Should the tax be 
fomething more thana pepper corn, it would be con- 

bse aa ve fidered 
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fidered' as a means of raifing an immediate revenue s. 
but if the duty was fo high as to amount to a prohi- 
bition, no one could doubt of the end and purpofe of 
the tixation, and therefore it is to be hoped the co- 
Joniés would not oppofe this temporary teft of obe- 
dience, intended merely for the fake of reftoring the 
-antient harmony ; it is almoft certain they would 
not, if fome aflurance could be given that fuch obe-. 
dience fhould not be made a fnare to them, by being. 
ufed'asa precedent for future exactions. It may, per- 
haps, be thought difficult to give aflurances fuffici-- 
ently fatisfactory in thefe times of diftruft and jea- 
loufy. “The lords Hilfborough and Botetourt, and 
other confidential fervants of the crown, have been 
riftaken ; none can anfwer for parliament—one pare 
liament cannot anfwer for another—the beft aflu- 
rance that the cafe will admit muft be taken, and the 
bef ‘affurance would be from the king, if his majelty 
would be pleafed to authorize his commiifioners to 
declare, his majefty would, in confideration of their 
obedience, recommend to parliament not to exercile- 
‘their claims in future. ; | 

“411, It is reported the commiffioners are to beem- | 
powered to grant particular or general pardons to fuch. 
asfhall, by acknowledging the unlimited authority 
of parliament, return to the expected obedience. 

America,‘in arms at prefent againtt the exercife of 
an unlimited authority of parliament ; far from hav-- 
ing-any fenfe of fhame, but glorying in their under 
taking, will look upon this offer of pardon, as an ine 
fult’rather than_a grace; they will confider it as a 
means to draw them imtoa confeffion of criminality, 
when ‘they feel themfelves. actuated by the higheft: 
principles of honour and virtue. Befides, fecure from 
punifhment, | as they think, by their ftrength, they 
will difdain the offer. Fighting, moreover, for their. 
lives and properties; they will not, in their prefent 
ftrength or future aggrandifement, acknowledge a. 
forfeiture of what they are fighting for. Great 
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Great Britain, however, confiftent with her prine 
ciples, cannot but think the colonies are criminal and 
deferving punifhment. It would therefore. perhaps 
reflect the higheft honour on his majefty, if, from his 
magnanimity, he direéted his commiffioners to pro- 
claim, on their arrival in America, the moft general. 
and unlimited pardon that can be devifed ; the effet 
of this would certainly tend to what is effential toa 
treaty, it would reftore the neceflary confidence, by. 
fhewing a difpofition to reconciliation, and this is 
more than half the bufinefs, — 

Ifa reconciliation cannot be eftablifhed, the Ame- 
ricans will afterwards give a fufficient ground for 
future forfeitures. fay yet 

If the colonies are to be reduced to fubmiffion by. 
the horrors of war, this clemency and offer of mer= 
cy, before the opening of the fad {cene, will not dif. 
grace the caufe or weaken its military operations ;. 
and if aliberal and candid treaty is to be entered into, 
this meafure will not impede its progrefs ;it will give 
it a fan@ion which otherwife it will want ; it will. 
Warrant the treating with the Americans, cleared of . 
the offence of rebellion ; it will add force to apree- 
ments entered into without fear or compulfion, a 

‘The commiffioners thus landing in America with. 
eclat, will fet about the difcharge of their important 
commuftion with a probability of fuccefs. : 

IV. It is reported that commiffioners are to be.af- , 
figned to go to different colonies and receive their... 
fabmifiions. ct iy. Aah ala 

The ftate of Great Britain and America is fuch 
at prefent, that it is for the intereft of both to acce-~ 
lerate the union and reftoration. of peace as. much. , 
as poffible. 

But this method of applying to the. feveral colo- 
mies will not tend to that end; if fuch ds the, me-:,, 

thod of proceeding, the aflemblies muft be called to. 
“teceive the commiffioners prepofals, after which they. - 
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wilf adjourn themfelves, and refer fuch propofals to 
the deliberation and determination of the congrefs ; : 
and according as fuch may be, will the aflemblies of 

the particular colonies regulate their conduct. This 

will take up much time; time that might be faved’. | 
by referring the matter to the congrefs immediately, ' 
It is to be feared there is a. determined refolution 
again{t this meafure ; and yet if it was not deter- ; 
mined, fuchreafons might be urged for adirect treaty ) 
with the congrefs as would perhaps prevail. 

The. longer the feparation continues between the : 
two countries, the more callous and indifferent they. ’ 
will grow to each other. Itis probable at leaft, this 
might be the cafe of America, who every day feels ” 
her ftrength more and more. Opportunity may be 
given, by delay, to defigning men, by bringing on 
fome bloody action and the mifery of devaftation, 
to take away all room for treaty and reconcilement. 

Whatever refolution the aflemblies come to, that ’ 
refolution will be formed for them by their deputies 
in congrefs, and therefore the congrefs will be the 
real director. \ 

The men met in congrefs, it is faid, are obnoxi- - 
ous to government: not with more reafon, how- 
ever, than the affemblies and people of the colonies 
in géneral; for hitherto. they have all aGted with 
wonderful unanimity and approbation. But itis dan- 
gerous to countenance a body ofthat fort. An union 
of the colonies is not favourable to the government - 
of Britain, and yet fuch an union was propofed and 
recommended in the laft war, as the moft effectual 
and fatisfactory method of raifing money for the 
public fervice. - 1a 

_ Some_.of the men who compofe-this body are ob- 

_ jected to. Whether you treat with this body, or- 
_ fummon another, .no objection ought to be made 
againft this or that man. Interference in elections, 
a partiality to one, or prejudice to another, mutt be 

et avoided ; 
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avoided ; fuch interfererice, partiality, or eas 
will be fulpected, and therefore alarm. 

It is dangerous, however, to ‘have fuch a:body in: 
America. Dangerous as ‘it may be, fuch there will 
be, if the Americans imagine that nothing but an- 
union can preferve them from ruin. ‘Whenever the. 
people think themfelves plunged into one common 
mifery, they will certainly meet for redrefs by peti-— 
tion or other means: what concerns all will unite 
all. The colonies are not to-be called together in a: 
legal form, but are comprefled together, in one bo- 
dy, by the weight of power. 

It will be better the colonies fhould be united by. 

ou than againft you. It is better the congrefs.: 
fhould meet by order, than contrary to it. It has hi- 
therto acted to your offence; let it now be autho» — 
rized to act for your benefit. Should America, not- 
withftanding any ftipulated and regular grants to this ° 
country, be induced, on requifition of - his majefty, 
to contribute on extraordinary emergencies to pro= 
mote the public fervice, it can be done no one way 
but by the generous and general concurrence of. : 
America, in a body of this fort. 

But whatever mode is adopted, totreat of this great > 
matter, it cannot be doubted, it will end to general 
fatisfaction, after what has preceded ; unlefs indeed 
from delay and dilatorinefs of fo» many bodies, the 
alacrity of war fhould cut off all communication and 
further treaty. 

V. Will not the colonies contribute to the public: 
fervice ? 

‘They have promifed to dofo. And it cannot be 
doubted they will make moft ample _provifion for 
the fupport of their own government, and for the 
general defence. ; 

But the mode of making this provifion muft be: 
left to their own free-will and judgment, as they 
alone can know their-own condition and shir | 

DS: 
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‘Phefyftem on which the ftamp-ack was foundeds 


was confefledly wreng ; it attempted to gain ares. 


venue in fpecie from America, paid at the treafury in. 


England, impoied by, accountable to, and difpofa- 
ble of, by parliament. 


The colonies, without mines of gold or filver, _ 


cannot get bullion but by the circuity of commerce. 
Some is obtained from the French, but more frorti 
the Spaniards and Portugwefe ; but whatever is thus 
obtained, -is not fuficient, even with the bills from 
the Mediterranean, to difcharge the balance which 
the trade, they are obliged to carry on with this coun= 


try, makes againft them, Take away the little fre. 
cle commerce requires, and the utmoft mifchief will. 


enfue, Anattempt was lately made to draw filver 


from India, but without fuccefs; it diftreffed the, 
country, and checked the commerce of the compa-_ 


ny fo much, that the fcheme was dropt. It was cal- 


culated, that the duty on ftamps ia Virginia, would. 


have amounted to 30,00¢1, which muft have been 


remitted to England; but there was at the fame. 


time in the country not more than 50ocl. in fpecie, 
the reft muft have been made up in bills, and the 


merchant would have been the lofer ; for what fhould 


have gone in difcharge of his debt, would, by the 


ftamp act, have been diverted into the Exchequer: | 
but the confequences of remitting the {pecie of the, 


colonies to Great Britain, is fo. fully and authenti- 
cally fhewn in Sir Francis Bernard’s Sele&t Letters, 


that it is probable that meafure will not be again. 


adopted, 


If then America cannot fend her fpecie to the 


treafury, her difpofition to return to the former cor- 


diality will induce her to give all the fatisfaction in | 


her power, which though it may be not juft as the 


landed intereft may wifh, yet will be a better proof . 


of their unfeigned attachment to this kingdom, than 
any thing done by compulfion, : | 
| The 
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The colonies in conerefs therefore withing to 
remove al] former animofity, will, moft certainly, 
gtant the crown a fum equal to their abilities. Te 
will be difficult, and perhaps prefumptuous, for any 
one to fay, what would be the proportion of each, 
_and how the charge ought to be fettled, They muft 
be the beft judge of their own abilities 3 but. per. 
haps the ftamp duties laid by themfelves will be the 
leaft liable to objection ; the money raifed thereby 
ought to be paid into the hands of the King’s receivers, 
to be appropriated to the fervice of their refpective 
governments, as far as neceflary, and the remain-= 7 
der to be at the difpofal of parliament; not indeed’ 
to be brought to England in {pecie, but either he ent- 
ployed ‘in the defence of the colonies in general, 
building of fhips, and purchafing fuch fteres in each 
province, as the navy of Great Britain may want, 
_~ WILTf the produce of the tax is expected in Eng- 
land, it muft not be brought hither in fpecie, but the 
amount of the quota of each colony, being laid out 
in naval ftores, by the king’sagent, under the con- 
troul of the feveral refpective aflemblies, may be fent 
immediately to England. ‘Fhis article is explained’ 
in the foregoing one, | | 

VIE. ‘This follows in explanation: of the fifth ar 
ticle, and is an article in itfelf, material and effential 
to the propofed reconciliation, 

If the money raifed by and out of the colonies, is 
ta be firft applied for the fervice of their feveral go- 
vernments, thofe charges, which the people in gene- — 
ral, or particular colonies have incurred, during the 
conteft, ought to be firft attended to. Under this 
head, may be confidered an indemnity to the Eaft- 
India company, and: to:thofe officers of the crown,. 
who have fuffered in their property by the unreftrain=. 
ed mob. Fhere cannot be a doubt, but that Ameri- 
ca will readily make ample recompence to them, ° 
Put ought not their own unfortunate fuferers have 

fome 
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fome relief? Ought not, in particular, the owners 
and inhabitants of Charles Town have their loffes 
lightened? Ruin was brought on them by the fury 
and in the rage of battle. America will think thefe 
fufferers in the common caufe ought to be relieved 
in their diftrefs ; befides, the colonies in their re- 
{peCtive bodies, and in their union, have made great 
emiffions of paper currency, which their faith is 
‘bound to have difcharged in the moft fatisfaQory 
manner; will itbe worth while to queftion the au- 
thority, by which this has been done ? By no means. 
Great Britain, fincerely wifhing to reftore the pub- 
lic harmony, will find, that harmony cannot be 
made permanent, but by giving as much fatisfac- 
tion as poflible to individuals. “Chis contetft has pro- 
_ duced much private mifchief, and may be produc 
tive of public inconvenience to the colonies, Large 
emiffions of paper currency cannot but have the moft 
ruinous effects on private and public credit; trade in 
- general will fuffer, if the fame is not properly fund - 
ed and difcharged in a moderate time. “The fad ne- 
ceflity the colonies think themfelves under, juftifes 
_ them, in their opinion, in iffluing out this money, 
and pledging their faith to thofe who received it, and 
therefore it will be confidered as their intereft and 
duty to difcharge thefe obligations; obligations 
which it would be dangerous to invalidate ; the at- 

_ tempt. might have the.worft effect ; it might make 


the defired reunion impracticable, It is therefore. 


recommended that they be difcharged out of the firft 
monies which may arife from the feveral duties impo 
fed by or on America. , 

VIII. The commiffioners having been witnefles to 
the pafling of the propofed ftamp-act, will return to 
England, and making their report, his majefty will 
be pleafed immediately to lay the whole before the 
parliament, and recommend not merely the difcon- 
tinuance of the .exercife of the..claim of aie ee 
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but an abfolute ceffion and renouncing all right to 


~ the fame for the future. It was propofed under the 
-fecond article, that his majefty would, in order to 


give quiet to the minds of the Americans, and to in- 
duce their obedience, be gracioufly pleafed to au- 
thorize his commiffioners to declare his majefty 
would recommend to parliament not to exercife their 


claims in future ; but it may be hoped, from.his ma- 


jefty’s goodnefs, that on the undoubted obedience of 
America, manifefted as above, and to remove all pro- 
bability of future times being led into temptation to 


 exercife this alarming power, and thereby renewing 


the prefent political evils, he would recommend to 
his parliament the abfolute ceffion and renunciation 
of their unlimited claim. 

1X. For that purpofe, let the declaratory law, and 
that for laying aduty on cards and dice be repealed 5 


the latter of which being a mere teft of obedience, 


now undoubted, has anfwered its exiftence; in the 
repeal of thefe laws, let the whole tranfaction be re- 
cited, to mark the fpirit and intention of the legifla- 
ture, and to be a memorial to pofterity. 

X. The duties on cards and dice being thus re- 
pealed, it cannot be doubted they will be immedi- 
ately renewed by the colonies, for the ufes and pur- 
pofes of their ftamp-act. 


_Is an apology neceflary for undertaking the ardu- 


ous tafk of fettling the unhappy difpute between 
Great Britain and her colonies? It is hoped not. 


An apology however fhould be made, if it was not 
trufted the candid would fee more benevolence in 
the attempt than prefumption. 
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